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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 12b 

Acts – The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

 

“For All Have Sinned And Fall Short Of The Glory Of God” 

Romans 3:23 

 
BUT NOW: The Great Transition 

Understanding the Gospel as to its Necessity, its Provision, and its Implications for the Believing 

 

#WhyJesusMatters 

God’s Scandalous Display 

The HEART of the GOSPEL 

Romans 3:21-31 
 

EMPHASIS 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

King Jesus fulfills all of the Old Testament pictures, prophesies, patterns, and promises. He is God’s 

final answer. 

The gospel re-creates us into one new man and thus we are to “get along.”   

The gospel is the power of God for salvation. It saves both Jews and Gentiles the exact same way. 

 

  

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know how the gospel re-creates them into one new man and thus they 

are to “get along.”   

Q – Why do we need the gospel? 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to believe that Regardless of who they are, they have the same 

problem and the same solution. Jesus saves sinners. 

Q – Who do you know that needs the gospel? 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray they will continue to believe in Jesus even as they grow older. 

Q – What are the kinds of things you might do to keep believing in Jesus? 
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IMMEDIATE CONTEXT 

 

• The Roman Church started with Jews and Gentiles together. 

• Persecution drove the Jews out of Rome. 

• Jews were allowed back, but the Gentiles were now in leadership and did not receive the 

Jewish believer well. 

 

Church relationships / families are messy! There are always problems that can be addressed in the 

GOSPEL. The following information shows how the Letter to the Roman Church is addressing a specific 

problem existing between the Jewish and Gentile believers. 

 

Working Premise: Paul writes Romans because the local churches are divided over non-biblical issues.  

By starting where Paul ends we can see why he wrote what he did.  The church struggled with the mixing 

of Jews and Gentiles. In the OT, coming under the Law identified the people of God. In the NT, the Law 

no longer identified one as part of God’s Covenant Community. The Jewish people and the believing 

Gentile become the one people of God by having faith in Jesus.  

 

Paul is not urging them to change their behavior toward things, but to change their attitude toward those 

who differ with them over non-biblical issues [Rom. 14:1ff]. In so doing, the behavior of others will 

change.  Those within the church who “wave their territorial flags with too much vigor and thus 

alienate and divide are to be marked and removed.”  Let us note this flow of beginning at the end. 

 

Romans 16:17-20 

“Keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances” 

| 

Romans 15:5, 6, 7 

“Same mind, one accord, one voice” 

“Accept one another” 

| 

Romans 14:13 

“Let us not judge one another anymore” 

| 

Romans 13:10 [cf. 12:9] 

“Love is the fulfillment of the Law” 

| 

Romans 12:1, 2 

“Worship” 

“The Gospel Unifies the Church” [12-16] 

| 

Romans 9-11 

“Re-Creation” 

The Gospel fulfills God’s Promises to Israel” 
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| 

Romans 3:21-8:39 

“Redemption in two parts” 

Justification 3:21-5:21 [Pt. 1] 

“God is Just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus” 

Sanctification 6-8 [Pt. 2] 

| 

Romans 1:18-3:20 

“Rejection/Condemnation” 

| 

Romans 1:18-28 

“Creation” 

| 

Romans 1:1-17 

“God/Gospel” 

 

The message is simple, the gospel re-creates us into one new man and thus we are to “get along.”  Paul’s 

extensive explanation of the Story (i.e. Gospel) is to show us what we once were, we no longer are, and 

to show us who we now are in Christ.   The Gospel makes both Jews and Gentiles one.  We are to separate 

from those who cause schism over non-biblical issues.  Oddly enough, we are to be intolerant toward 

those who are intolerant.  The gospel and its consequences are to be rigorously held.  May our 

understanding of the Story enable us to stand fast in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and may we learn 

to live large toward His Church, the body of Christ. 

 

What we learn is that God is Just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus (3:26). 

 

Regardless of who you are, you have the same problem and the same solution. Jesus saves sinners. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 

 

Part 1  

UNIT 6 

Acts – The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Church 

UNIT 6  

God is the PROMISE COMPLETING God 

 

Part 2 

SO FAR . . .  

The Problem with Humanity (1:18-3:20) 

The Provision of God in Christ (3:21-31) 

The Pattern of Faith in Abraham (4:1-25) 

 



4 

 

Why is this so important? Because unless and until you own this you cannot be whole, honest, or 

impartial. I believe our emphasis on our inability is what makes the GOSPEL such GOOD NEWS. I believe 

we need to fully embrace our sinfulness before God in order that we might fully embrace the provision 

in Christ. Those two ideas are complimentary as they are antithetical. I have to believe there is a better 

way of saying it, but we cannot fully appreciate the magnitude of the good news until we fully 

appreciate the magnitude of the bad news. Now, let us consider Romans 3:9-20. 

 

Who Me? Yes, You! The issue isn’t in the horizontal. The issue is in the vertical. 

Total Depravity does not mean you are as bad as you could be, but it does mean you will never be as 

good as you need to be.  

 

SIN HAS CREATED . . .  

A debt you cannot pay. 

A gap you cannot span. 

A vacuum you cannot fill. 

A shame / guilt you cannot cover. 

A stain you cannot remove. 

An alienation you cannot reconcile and 

A weight you cannot lift. 

 

What we will see, HALLELUJAH, is that God in Jesus is about to do something for you that you cannot 

do for yourself. 

 

“Cheer up! You're a worse sinner than you ever dared imagine, and you're more loved than you ever 

dared hope.” ― Jack Miller  

 

The implication is this. If you are saved, it is because you are a sinner. And as a sinner only God can save 

you. 

 

THE POINT 

God, in Christ, is going to do something for you that you cannot do for yourself. 

 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 

The overarching idea is that in order for God to be vindicated [I.e. justified] in declaring sinners 

righteous, He had to appease or satisfy His own standard for justice. He met that standard in the life 

and death of His Son Jesus.  

 

In the person and work of Jesus, the justice of God is satisfied and the wrath of God against sinners is 

alleviated so that those who were once guilty are now declared blameless.  

 

STRUCTURE 
 

I. The GOSPEL’S Necessity (v. 23) 

 

A. The Law’s deficiency (v. 21) 
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“But Now” - What God does in the person and work of Jesus is in contrast to, but in continuation of the 

Hebrew Scripture (Lk. 24 – TNK). 

 

B. Humanity’s inability (v. 23 “all have sinned”) 

 

II. The GOSPEL’S Provision (vv. 22, 24, 25, 26) 

 

A. The Gospel is only provided in Jesus Christ (v. 22, 24-26) 

B. The Gospel is only appropriated by grace through faith (vv. 22-31)  

 

Illustration – Jesus picks up the check and pays for the meal. Kirsten and I were at a restaurant enjoying 

our meal and we saw someone from church visiting with another individual but we did not wish to 

interrupt them. Before they left I want to greet them, but they came to our table and said hello. When 

it was time to pay for our meal the waitress informed us that the individual paid for our meal. There 

was nothing for us to do but enjoy the meal and be grateful for their generosity. Now I could have 

refused the gift and paid for it anyway, but it was already done. All I needed to do was accept it. For me 

not to accept the gift would have been foolish. 

 

III. The GOSPEL’S Implications (vv. 24-26) 

 

PROPITIATE 

The crucifixion and sacrifice of Christ meet God’s justice and stops His wrath.  

 

It is FINISHED, therefore . . .  

The debt has been paid! 

The gap has been spanned! 

The vacuum has been filled! 

The shame / guilt has been covered! 

The stain has been removed. 

The alienation has been reconciled and 

The weight has been lifted! 

 

What we will see, HALLELUJAH, is that God in Jesus has done something for you that you cannot do for 

yourself. Every one of the stress points in our lives are parts of God’s overarching Story and in that 

Story, God has justified you, He has redeemed you, and His judgment against you has been satisfied. 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

THE POINT 

On what basis can God declare sinners right? What right does He have to do such things?  
 

God is being faithful to the covenant He made with Israel that included Gentiles! 
 

God’s accusers are silenced. His justifying of sinners is valid. He is vindicated. God Himself is declared 

just even as He declares sinners just. 
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The vindication of God rests solely in the person and work of Jesus. Because of who Jesus is and what 

Jesus did, God is just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 

IT IS FINISHED! 

 

APPLICATION 
 

3 QUESTIONS 

1. Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? | YES! (vv. 27, 28) 

2. Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? | YES! (vv. 29, 30) 

3. Does justification by faith nullify the Law? |NO! On the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE LAW!  

(v. 31; Cf. v. 21) 

 

Because the GOSPEL is so RADICALLY GOOD NEWS we seek to soften its impact by explaining away its 

GOODNESS and adding disclaimers and qualifiers. But in the GOSPEL there are no Buts or Brakes. 

 

WHAT NOW? 

Do You Know That You Can’t 

Do You Know That God Can And  

Do You Know That Jesus Did? 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

 

VISUALS 
 

Activity 1 – Illustrating Sin 

 A glass jar of iodine – sin 

 A glass jar of water - us 

 A glass jar of bleach – the gospel 

 Pour iodine into water. Sin changes us. 

 Pour bleach into water. The gospel changes us. 

 Pour bleach into iodine. The gospel changes sin. 

 

ACTIVITY 2 - Sno Ball Activity.   

Split the group into 2 teams and had them use newspaper to make into snowballs and throw at the other 

team.  They should pick up and throw the snowballs back. They can’t cross the line.  After 2 minutes, the team 

with the least snowballs wins.  Then we looked at our hands and talked about how the newspaper print is like 

sin.  We gave them a wipe to clean their hands like Jesus cleans us from our sin. 
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RESOURCES 
 

ENDNOTES 


