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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 12a
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“The Gospel is the Power of God for Salvation”
Introduction — Rom. 1:16

THE HEAD - To Know how the gospel is the power of God for salvation.
Q - What are some problems you see and how might they be resolved?

L %

' THE HEART - To Choose the gospel as their means of saving sinners.
Q - if you have a nail to pound in, what might you use to pound it in?

THE HAND - To Pray others will accept Jesus as their Savior from sin and death and for
joy and glory.
Q -

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lessonis . . .

The GOSPEL Explained and Applied

God is Just and the Justifier of those who Trust in Jesus (3:26).

Romans shows how Jews AND Gentiles are sinners and saved by grace alone through faith alone in
Christ alone.

The gospel is the power of God for salvation. It saves both Jews and Gentiles the exact same way.

“God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our
stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity.”! Here are three “actions steps” for your
students.

UNIT 6

Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Church

UNIT 6

God is the PROMISE COMPLETING God

Isaiah 11:°for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.



LITERARY CONTEXT

One Story | One Savior

The Story of God reaches all the way back into the murky, but firm opening chapters of Genesis and
forward into the clouded, but certain future and brings them together in the person and work of Jesus.
God is being true to the contract / covenant He made with His people. He is faithful to His promises.

The Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the “Tip of the Spear.” Everything from Genesis to
Revelation celebrate and point to the GOSPEL of JESUS.

The Gospel is the Good News found in the Garden and talking us back into the Garden.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

* The Roman Church started with Jews and Gentiles together.

* Persecution drove the Jews out of Rome.

* Jews were allowed back, but the Gentiles were now in leadership and did not receive the
Jewish believer well.

Church relationships / families are messy! There are always problems that can be addressed in the
GOSPEL. The following information shows how the Letter to the Roman Church is addressing a specific
problem existing between the Jewish and Gentile believers.

Working Premise: Paul writes Romans because the local churches are divided over non-biblical issues.
By starting where Paul ends we can see why he wrote what he did. The church struggled with the mixing
of Jews and Gentiles. In the OT, coming under the Law identified the people of God. In the NT, the Law
no longer identified one as part of God’s Covenant Community. The Jewish people and the believing
Gentiles become the people of God by having faith in Jesus.

Paul is not urging them to change their behavior toward things, but to change their attitude toward those
who differ with them over non-biblical issues [Rom. 14:1ff]. In so doing, the behavior of others will
change. Those within the church who “wave their territorial flags with too much vigor and thus alienate
and divide are to be marked and removed.” Let us note this flow of beginning at the end.



Romans 16:17-20
“Keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances”
I
Romans 15:5, 6, 7
“Same mind, one accord, one voice”
“Accept one another”
I
Romans 14:13
“Let us not judge one another anymore”
I
Romans 13:10 [cf. 12:9]
“Love is the fulfillment of the Law”
I
Romans 12:1, 2
“Worship”
“The Gospel Unifies the Church” [12-16]
I
Romans 9-11
“Re-Creation”
The Gospel fulfills God’s Promises to Israel”
I
Romans 3:21-8:39
“Redemption in two parts”
Justification 3:21-5:21 [Pt. 1]
“God is Just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus’
Sanctification 6-8 [Pt. 2]
I
Romans 1:18-3:20
“Rejection/Condemnation”
I
Romans 1:18-28
“Creation”
I
Romans 1:1-17
“God/Gospel”
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The message is simple, the gospel re-creates us into one new man and thus we are to “get along.” Paul’s
extensive explanation of the Story (i.e. Gospel) is to show us what we once were, we no longer are, and
to show us who we now are in Christ. The Gospel makes both Jews and Gentiles one. We are to separate
from those who cause schism over non-biblical issues. Oddly enough, we are to be intolerant toward
those who are intolerant. The gospel and its consequences are to be rigorously held. May our



understanding of the Story enable us to stand fast in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and may we learn
to live large toward His Church, the body of Christ.

What we learn is that God is Just and the Justifier of those who trust in Jesus (3:26).

STRUCTURE

The way Paul goes about explaining the gospel and its implications is in the following structure of the
Letter.

A SNAPSHOT OF ROMANS - Understanding The GOSpEl

An Explanation of The Gospel 1:1-17

Section 1: Condemnation (1:18-3:20) Everyone Falls Short 1:18-3:20

Section 2: Justification (3:21-5:21) God Has Made A Way 3:21-5:21
Section 3: Sanctification (chaps: 6-8) The Implications of Our Union in Christ 6:1-8:39

) T There Is Now One New Man 9-11[Cf. Eph. 3:1-13]
Section 4: Assimilation (Chaps: 9-11) The Gospel Holds Us Together 12-16

Section 5: Implication (chaps: 12-15:13)

JESUS IN THE TEXT

God is Just and the Justifier of those who Trust in Jesus (3:26). Romans shows how Jews AND Gentiles
are sinners and saved by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. The gospel is the power of
God for salvation. It saves both Jews and Gentiles the exact same way. “God’s Story has always been
designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have
meaning, and carry on into eternity.”?

APPLICATION

e First, it does not matter who your parents are or where you were born, you have two things
with everyone ever born anywhere.

e You are a sinner who needs a Savior.

e Second, like everyone else who can’t, God can, and Jesus did! Romans shows us how we are all
alike in our need for Jesus.

MEMORY VERSE



Romans 1:'® For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

VISUALS

1. A picture for carrying water. Have a basin of water and the need to move it from one bucket to
the next. There is a problem. Have a cup. Transport the water. The gospel is the solution.

2. A hammer to pound a nail. Have a nail that needs to be pounded into a board. Sin is a nail that
only the gospel can pound. Pound it into the board. Let the kids take a smack at it.

RESOURCES

ENDNOTES

! The Gospel Project for Students, “Out of Egypt,” Leader Guide, Winter 2018-19, Vol. 2, CSB, p. 14.
2 The Gospel Project for Students, “Out of Egypt,” Leader Guide, Winter 2018-19, Vol. 2, CSB, p. 14.



