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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 10 

Acts – The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“We Were Going to Suffer Affliction” 
[Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey] 

First Thessalonians 3:1-5 
 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

All who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. Suffering for Jesus is not a sign that He has left 

you. He is still with you even while you suffer. One day Jesus is coming again to set everything right. He 

will straighten all that is crooked. In light of His soon return, Hold Fast in believing Him even if everyone 

around you reject Him and seeks to harm you. 

 

Persecution is not a sign of God’s displeasure. Persecution is a sign of sonship. We learn this from 

Hebrews 11 and 12. Jesus has promised that He will come again a 2nd time and when He does He will set 

all things right. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 

 

The Book of Acts 

I. Chap. 1-12 Peter 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know that those who believe in Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

Q – What does it mean to believe in Jesus? 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to believe in Jesus even when they suffer because of others. 

Q – What are some unintended consequences of believing in Jesus with your family or 

your classmates? 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray for our Lord’s soon return and to faithfully share the gospel while 

they wait. 

Q – What are creative ways to share the gospel while we wait for Jesus to come again? 
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II. Chap. 13-28 Paul 

 

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”]) 

 The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) 

B. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:21) 
 

Each one of the events in the following paragraphs is worthy of note. We shall, however, focus just on 

chapter 17 and specifically vv. 1-5. 

 

• Chapter 16 

• Timothy Joins Paul (Vv. 1-3) 

• The Macedonia Call (Vv. 9) 

• Lydia, The Seller Of Purple (Vv. 14, 15) 

• The Philippian Jailor (Vv. 30, 31) 

• Chapter 17 

• The Thessalonians [in Thessalonica] (vv. 1-9) 

• The Bereans (V. 11) 

• Paul Speaks In The Areopagus, Athens (Vv. 16, 22) 

• Chapter 18 

• Aquila And Priscilla (Vv. 2) 

 

“The second letter written to the Thessalonian Christians was probably written shortly after the first.  

Therefore, it too was written from Corinth about A.D. 51.”1   

 

C. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:26 [“To the Ends of the Earth”]) 

 It is hard to know when one “journey” ended and another begins. Paul’s arrest shifts the 

emphasis in the Book of Acts. He goes from “planting churches” to defending His message 

and activity. 

D. Paul’s Final “Missionary” Journey (Acts 21:27 - 1 and 2 Timothy) 

 This “section” is cluttered with imprisonment and final farewells. 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

Paul is on his 2nd missionary journey.  He is accompanied by Silas and Timothy.  After traveling to Athens, 

he sends Timothy to find out the condition of the church in Thessalonica.  When Timothy returned, his 

report solicited Paul’s commendation of the Thessalonian believer in the first letter.  After he sent the 

first letter, he received a response documenting their condition and questions.  Second Thessalonians is 

Paul’s response to their condition and questions. Paul wrote First and Second Thessalonians to 

encourage the church in light of their intense persecution.  In Second Thessalonians, the main reason is 

to deal with error.   
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The city of Thessalonica . . .  

 Seaport City 

 On the major highway connecting the Roman Empire with her Northern territories 

 100,000 people in Paul’s day 

 A melting pot of humanity 

 Religious pluralism 

 Large Jewish colony 

 Sits in the shadow of Mt. Olympus (i.e., pantheon of Greek mythology) 

 Politically a free Roman state 

 Major city in the country of Macedonia 

 

Thessalonica was a bustling seaport city at the head of the Thermaic Gulf (see map, p. 2280). It was an 

important communication and trade center, located at the junction of the great Egnatian Way and the 

road leading north to the Danube. It was the largest city in Macedonia and was also the capital of its 

province. The background of the Thessalonian church is found in Ac 17:1–9. Since Paul began his ministry 

there in the Jewish synagogue, it is reasonable to assume that the new church included some Jews. 

However, 1:9–10; Ac 17:4 seem to indicate that the church was largely Gentile in membership.2 

 

The establishing of the Church 

 Paul preached for at least two weeks to the people of Thessalonica 

 His preaching met with deep faith and/or fierce opposition 

 The gospel He preached has the inherent power to turn the world upside down (Acts 17:6). 

 The Thessalonian believers held firm in their conversion to Christ against intense persecution. 

 

The Emphasis for 1 Thessalonians 
 

Purpose 

Paul had left Thessalonica abruptly (see Ac 17:5–10) after a rather brief stay. Recent converts from 

paganism (1:9) were thus left with little external support in the midst of persecution. Paul’s purpose in 

writing this letter was to encourage the new converts in their trials (3:3–5), to give instruction concerning 

godly living (4:1–12) and to give assurance concerning the future of believers who die before Christ 

returns (4:13–18; see Theme below; see also notes on 4:13,15). 

 

Theme 

Although the thrust of the letter is varied (see Purpose), the subject of eschatology (doctrine of last 

things) seems to be predominant in both Thessalonian letters. Every chapter of 1 Thessalonians ends 

with a reference to the second coming of Christ, with ch. 4 giving it major consideration (1:9–10; 2:19–

20; 3:13;4:13–18; 5:23–24). Thus, the second coming seems to permeate the letter and may be viewed 

in some sense as its theme. The two letters are often designated as the eschatological letters of Paul.3 
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The Emphasis for 2 Thessalonians 
 

Purpose 

Inasmuch as the situation in the Thessalonian church has not changed substantially, Paul’s purpose in 

writing is very much the same as in his first letter to them. He writes (1) to encourage persecuted 

believers (1:4–10), (2) to correct a misunderstanding concerning the Lord’s return (2:1–12) and (3) to 

exhort the Thessalonians to be steadfast and to work for a living (2:13—3:15). 

 

Theme 

Like 1 Thessalonians, this letter deals extensively with eschatology (see Introduction to 1 Thessalonians: 

Theme). In fact, in 2 Thessalonians 18 out of 47 verses deal with this subject.4 

 

STRUCTURE 
 

The gospel had a polarizing effect on Thessalonica (Cf. Acts 17:1ff). Some of the Jews were persuaded 

and a great many of the Greeks, along with many of the leading women; however, many of the Jews 

were jealous and caused a riot. The accusation against Paul and Silas was that “these men have turned 

the world upside down” because of the message which they preach – the gospel. 

 

How does the gospel turn our world upside down? What does it do to us? What does it say about us? 

 

There will always be two kinds of responses to the preaching of Christ.  People are either going to 

embrace it or cause opposition to it.   The truth refuses to be neutralized by complacency.  “Truth seeks 

no corners, but rejoices to be publicly seen.”  

 

The suffering of God’s people is part of His plan for their lives. 

 

We know from Acts 17:1ff that the church in Thessalonica was birthed in the cauldron of persecution.  

When Paul was driven from the city, the persecution of God’s people did not stop.  Paul refers to this in 

1:6 and 2:14-16.   

 

Our text is revealing.  Twice we hear the statement of God’s plan for affliction.  He says, “We have been 

destined for this,” and “we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction.”  Both 

statements are telling.  The affliction we suffer is part of God’s will for our lives.   

 

I. When in Thessalonica, Paul met with great opposition [persecution] (Acts 17:1-15). 

 

II. Paul was concerned that those who believed in Jesus would abandon Jesus when they were 

opposed [persecuted] (1 Thess. 3:1-5). 

 

III. Paul was glad to hear the believers in Thessalonica were holding fast to Christ even though they 

were opposed (1 Thess. 3:6). 
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IV. Suffering for one’s faith in Jesus is part of the Christian life (Acts 14:21, 22; 2 Tim. 3:11; Heb. 

11:32ff). 

• Often the Gospel’s advancement happens through the church being opposed and persecuted. 

• “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” Tertullian Apologeticus 197 AD 

• “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit.” John 12:20-26 

Suffering for the believer is not optional.  It is part of the Christian life.  We have avoided it in our present 

culture, but in light of all that is transpiring, persecution is coming. 
 

Acts 14:21, 22 
21 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra 

and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue 

in the faith, and saying, "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 
 

2 Timothy 3:10-12 
10 Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, 

and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I 

endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me! 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 

will be persecuted. 
 

Hebrews 11:32-40 
32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 

and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, 

obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 

sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women 

received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that 

they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also 

chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were 

put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-

treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and 

holes in the ground. 39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what 

was promised, 40 because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would 

not be made perfect. 

 

APPLICATION (Making the Transfer): 
 

1. Hold fast to Christ. Do not stop believing in Jesus even when opposed or persecuted. 

2. Through your suffering God’s kingdom is advancing and the gospel is spreading. 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

Through His Church, Jesus is reclaiming what is rightfully His. He will not stop until the entire earth is 

covered with a knowledge of His glory even as the waters cover the sea. 
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Jesus is working even if His people suffer tribulation and harm. We must continue to believe even when 

we are hated by others. 

 

One day Jesus is coming again and when He does He will thoroughly straighten all that is crooked. Our 

need is to Hold fast. 

 

APPLICATION  
 

1. Don’t quit, stay the course and keep believing in Jesus. 

2. Surround yourself with the Word of God. Stay in the Biblical Story. 

3. Pray for this church and for the persecuted church. 

4. Plan to go to church and surround yourself with those who are also following Jesus. 

5. Think about how you might encourage others who are facing hardship and hurt because they believe 

in Jesus. 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

 

1 Thess. 3:4  

For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer 

affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know. 

 

VISUALS 

 

Have something that has to be cracked open in order to get at the “good stuff.” Suffering is like that. 

Suffering shows Christ to the world. 

 Piggy bank 

 Chocolate filled Easter eggs 

 A boiled egg [you have to remove the shell] 

 

RESOURCES 
 

 

ENDNOTES 
 

1 Paul Benware, Survey of the NT, 173. 
2 https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-1-thessalonians/  
3 https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-1-thessalonians/  
4 https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/intro-to-1-thessalonians/ 

 


