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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 9
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial and Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death,
and is 4) RESTORING them to the PROMISE LAND of a unified Heaven and Earth where He reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“This Jesus, Whom | Proclaim To You, Is the Christ”

[Paul’s 2" Missionary Journey]

Acts 17:1-8

THE HEAD - To Know that not everyone will accept Jesus as their Savior and King.
Q- What are some ways that we proclaim that Jesus is both Savior and King?

THE HEART - To Choose to believe in Jesus even when others will hate them for it.
' Q - How are some ways Christians in other countries are persecuted?

THE HAND - To Pray they would stand fast in believing Jesus rather than fear the face of
people.
Q — What some things we can do to help us stand firm when faced with persecution?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lessonis . . .

As Jesus is preached, some will gladly hear while others will oppose Him. The response of the hearers
should not deter us. It is as the gospel goes forward that the Mission is carried out and the Vision is
being fulfilled.

As Jesus is preached, some will gladly receive Him while others will reject Him.

LITERARY CONTEXT

The Book of Acts
l.  Chap.1-12 Peter
. Chap. 13-28 Paul

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”])



e The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)

B. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:21)

Each one of the events in the following paragraphs is worthy of note. We shall, however, focus just on
chapter 17 and specifically vv. 1-5.

* Chapter 16

* Timothy Joins Paul (Vv. 1-3)

* The Macedonia Call (Vv. 9)

* Lydia, The Seller Of Purple (Vv. 14, 15)

* The Philippian Jailor (Vv. 30, 31)
*  Chapter 17

* The Bereans (V. 11)

* Paul Speaks In The Areopagus, Athens (Vv. 16, 22)
* Chapter 18

* Aquila And Priscilla (Vv. 2)

C. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:26 [“To the Ends of the Earth”])

e Itis hard to know when one “journey” ended and another begins. Paul’s arrest shifts the
emphasis in the Book of Acts. He goes from “planting churches” to defending His message
and activity.

D. Paul’s Final “Missionary” Journey (Acts 21:27 - 1 and 2 Timothy)
e This “section” is cluttered with imprisonment and final farewells.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

STRUCTURE

I.  Paul’s pattern was to visit the synagogue
(17:2; Acts 9:20; 13:5, 14; 14:1; 17:10, 17; 18:4, 19, 26; 19:8).

e Acts17:1,2
'Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures,

Departing from Philippi they traversed to Thessalonica where they entered the synagogue and
“reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ
to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, ‘This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ’” (v.2-
3).

Il. Paul’s preaching was a Christ Exalting, Word-Centered, Global Impacting, and Grace-Based (17:2b-
3).



o Acts17:2,3
2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from
the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom | proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

A. Paul reasoned from the biblical text with his audience.
B. Paul explained the biblical text for his audience.
C. Paul gave evidence from the biblical text to his audience.

lll. Paul’s message produced either regeneration or continued rebellion (17:4).

e Acts17:4,5
4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the
devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. ° But the Jews were jealous, and taking
some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the
house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd.

A. Some were persuaded, believed, and joined up (v.4).
B. Some were jealous, rebelled, and opposed (17:5, 13).

IV. Paul’s message had the power to turn his world upside down (17:6-9).

e Actsl7:6
® And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the
city authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come
here also,

The gospel had a polarizing effect on Thessalonica. Some of the Jews were persuaded and a great many
of the Greeks, along with many of the leading women; however, many of the Jews were jealous and
caused a riot. The accusation against Paul and Silas was that “these men have turned the world upside
down” because of the message which they preach —the gospel.

How does the gospel turn our world upside down? What does it do to us? What does it say about us?

There will always be two kinds of responses to the preaching of Christ. People are either going to
embrace it or cause opposition to it. The truth refuses to be neutralized by complacency. “Truth seeks
no corners, but rejoices to be publicly seen.”

Leaving Thessalonica, they headed southeast to Berea where they “received the word with all
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so” (v.11). As the gospel continued
to advance, many believed — both Jew and Greeks. But along with those who believed there were many
who strongly opposed this message as well, “For not all have faith” (2 Thessalonians 3:2). Jews from
Thessalonica made it miserable for Paul to remain in Berea, so he set sail for Athens.



JESUS IN THE TEXT

We have only one message and it is JESUS.

Paul preached Christ Crucified because it is only in and through Him we receive and have the blessing.

APPLICATION

1. Stay focused on Jesus.

2. Make Him known.

3. Do not fear the face of rejection.
4. Stay the course and finish well.
MEMORY VERSE

Acts 17:3

3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and
saying, “This Jesus, whom | proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

VISUALS

1. Have a bowl of treats. Have the first child take a treat and then pass it to the next child. Do this
until the last child receives the treat. This is how we are to share the gospel. What happens if
we do not pass the treats to the next child? This is why it is important to keep passing the treat
bag forward.

2. Have a bag of only one type of candy. Do the same process as above but start slipping in small
rocks to replace the candy. By the end the bag is nothing but rocks. This is what happens if we
do not protect the purity of the gospel.

3. Colors of Christ bracelet:
https://www.ssww.com/blog/colors-of-christ-bracelet-religious-craft-activity/

RESOURCES

VIDEO - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCpW3ShAFNk

ENDNOTES



