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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 8
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Church

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“FAITH by itself is DEAD”
James 2:14-26

The Book of James

THE HEAD - To Know how Jesus is the only way.
Q- What are some things that distract us from following Jesus?

' THE HEART - To Choose to believe in Jesus as the means of doing good to others.
Q — What are some ways we can be kind to one another?

THE HAND - To Pray they would never separate the JESUS SEED from its GOSPEL FRUIT.
Q - What are some things we can do to stay focused on Jesus?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .
Don’t Quit Believing in Jesus
The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT

The Jesus Seed is always and inevitable producing Gospel Fruit. Faith and works are inseparable and
sequential.

LITERARY CONTEXT
The following chart puts the letters and his three missionary journeys in their chronological order.
The Book of Acts

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”])
e The Letter to The Galatian Churches



e The Letter to the Jews Scattered [James]

e The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
B. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:21)

From Whom — James
A half-brother of Jesus

“James, a major leader in the Jerusalem church, and the brother of Jesus Christ is the author of the
book of James. He authored the book around 49 A.D., before the Jerusalem Council in 50 A.D. and
before the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. The letter of James was likely written to predominantly
Jewish Christian house churches outside of Palestine, based on its mention of the “twelve tribes in the
Dispersion” (1:1), its distinctly Jewish content, and its focus on persecution and poverty. This would
mean it was sent throughout most of the ancient Mediterranean world.”

To Whom — The Jews [12 Tribes] Scattered Throughout
Those Jews who believe Jesus is the Messiah.

GENERAL LETTERS
There are Seven letters in the NT designated as the General Letters.
These letters are addressed to general audiences rather than to specific persons or localized groups.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Every NT Letter addresses a PROBLEM at the LOCAL CHURCH level. What is the problem in Galatia?
SO ... WHAT'S the PROBLEM?

How to live believing in Jesus in a hostile context where others do not believe. Normally, in the face of
difficulty a moment comes when you will either hold fast to Christ or look for the easy way out and
“cave” to the pressure. James invites his audience to persevere.

The believing church is under persecution. James’s readers were suffering persecution and living in
poverty. They were in social and spiritual conflict. Defection in the face of hardship happened. James
calls them back to believing in Jesus. Such a belief in Jesus bears the gospel fruit of loving one another.
As a leader of the Jerusalem church, James wrote as a pastor to instruct and encourage his dispersed
people in the face of their difficulties. If you had to use one word to capture the theme of this book, it
would be perseverance, stay focused on Jesus, don’t stop believing in Him. James says:

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of
your faith produces steadfastness. (James 1:2-3 ESV)

Don’t Quit Believing in Jesus and The JESUS SEED always produce GOSPEL FRUIT



STRUCTURE

l. The Melodic Line in the Letter from James

The MELODIC LINE is the topic or theme James is stressing. James says a lot of things, but all of them
should support his primary idea. And, as we will see, they do.

James stresses | emphasizes a singular idea, “You cannot have faith without works and you cannot
cause faith by works. Both are IMPOSSIBLE.” Hold fast to Christ.

e James 2:18
But someone may well say, "You have faith and | have works; show me your faith without the
works, and | will show you my faith by my works.”

FAITH [The JESUS SEED] always causes | produces WORKS [GOSPEL FRUIT]
We can never separate a faith that causes works, but neither can we reverse the order.
‘WORKS’ in JAMES

* Trials and Temptations (1:2—-18)

* The Testing of Faith (1:2-12)

* The Source of Temptation (1:13-18)
* Listening and Doing (1:19-27)

* Favoritism Forbidden (2:1-13)

* Faith and Deeds (2:14-26)

* Taming the Tongue (3:1-12)

* Two Kinds of Wisdom (3:13-18)

* Warning against Worldliness (ch. 4)

James covers a lot of topics and themes in his letter. All of them, however, are tied to Jesus. All of them
are the fruits coming out of the Jesus Seed. All of them are consequences of the Jesus Seed causation.

“Here one does not find the logical and extended development of a single theme but rather a series of
[persuasive or instructional] passages. They are arranged with no obvious sequence.” But they all will
tie into and take us back to JESUS.

Il. The Relationship between the Apostle Paul and James
Can a faith that exists in the absence of works save? That is the question posed by the author of the
book of James. This is perhaps one of the most fundamental passages in the New Testament concerning

justification by faith and the inevitable outworking of sanctification.

Many suggest a conflict between what Paul says and what James says. The two, however, are saying the
same thing from different perspectives.



Paul emphasizes the front part of Ephesians 2:8.

e Eph.2:8,9
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God; ° not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.

James emphasizes the back part of Ephesians 2:10.

e Eph.2:10
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Il. The Relationship of Us to the Letter from James

Like the audience to whom James wrote, we must continue to believe in Jesus whereby, we see the
fruit of the Spirit working in us and through us to those around us. Don’t quit believing. Hold fast
Christ.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

Jesus alone is the gospel seed and Jesus alone, in and through those who believe, produces gospel
fruit.

APPLICATION

“More of The Same”

1. What James speaks to sounds incredibly familiar! Truly, there is nothing new under the Sun.
Don’t ever think life is a “one and done.” We can never stop believing in Jesus.
The problems they had in the 1t century church is still with us today.
Let us not grow weary in doing well, let us continue to look to Jesus.
As long as we are alive in this world, we will suffer persecution. Let us always seek to rally
around the gospel.

vk wnN

LAST THOUGHT

The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT.

Those who believe in Jesus are to continue to believe in Jesus even when it is difficult to believe in
Jesus.

Faith and its resultant fruit (i.e. work) are unbreakable. The JESUS SEED is always and inevitably
producing GOSPEL FRUIT. They are indivisible pieces of a much larger whole. The work shows faith. We
tend to make the work a man-centered or generated action, but just the opposite is to be embraced.
The work manifested in us and through us to those around us is His work. The work is not for faith, but
from faith.



If one does not make the necessary distinction of a work coming from faith instead of working for faith,
then salvation from sin is impossible.

Faith and works are inseparable and sequential. They cannot be separated or reversed.

The works of faith are not for us to determine who is or is not saved. The works of faith testify to the
faithfulness of God to fulfill His promises. Faith’s work glorifies the Father in heaven (Matt. 5:16). Faith’s
work is His work in us and through us to those around us.

Let us rejoice at what God is doing in and through the body of Christ. It is a wonderful thing to see the
work of faith. And let us never forget that this is His work.

MEMORY VERSE

James 2:17
1750 also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

VISUALS

1. Have a bucket of water. Have the kids put their hands in the water. If they place their hands in
the water, then their hands will be wet. If the JESUS SEED is in them, then they will produce

GOSPEL FRUIT.
2. Have a packet of vegetable seeds. Show the seeds and then show the fruit from the seeds. If
one, then the other.

RESOURCES

ENDNOTES



