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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 7B 

Acts – The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Church 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“Justified By Faith in Christ” 
[When Jesus Isn’t Enough] 

Galatians 2:15-21 
 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

If you add the works of the Law to faith in Christ, you are not justified. The Law has a purpose. It gets 

you to Jesus. Jesus has a purpose. He saves [justifies] sinners. 

 

The Law and Jesus are on the same storyline, but serve two different purposes. To keep them separate 

preserves both. To combine them or intermingle them destroys both. 
 

What more do we need that we do not already have in JESUS? “For freedom Christ has set us free; 

stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” Gal. 5:1 

 

What God begins by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone must be maintained by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 

  

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know how Jesus plus nothing equals everything. 

Q – if you could save yourself, would you need Jesus? 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to believe in Jesus only without the works of the Law. 

Q – does Jesus save you or does Jesus help you save yourself? 

 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray we will hold fast to Christ as our only means of begin rescued from 

sin and death and for joy and glory. 

Q – why is somehow saving ourselves so attractive?  
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LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

 1:11-24  Paul was radically changed by a revelation of Jesus that changed him from what he was 

to what he is. 

 2:1-10  Peter, James, and John approved of Paul’s message and of his ministry to the Gentiles. 

 2:11-14  The same people who approved of Paul, he confronts as having veered from the gospel 

 2:15-21  Paul begins explaining why what Peter did was contrary to the gospel of grace.  

 3:1-5  This justification is from start to finish by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

Your biggest problem in life is not . . . what you think it is. 

Your biggest problem is YOU. 

 

Your biggest problem in life is not your failed marriage, your non-compliant children, your financial 

insecurities, your unemployment or under employment, your quarreling siblings, your awkward family, 

your moral indiscretion, your lack of tack, or emotional instability, or your ‘dog gone it I’m a nice guy’ 

likeability. Your biggest problem is that you can’t. YOU and I cannot save ourselves. 

Now, let’s tackle this passage and hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us. 

 

Context Matters - 1:10-24; 2:1-10, 11-14; 3:1-5 

JUSTIFIED 

Gal. 2:16, 17 

Gal. 3:8, 11, 24 

Gal. 5:4 

 

Justified = righteous or right with and before God. 

Why do we need to be justified? Because we are not right with God and with others! Notice how 

Paul uses “justification” in Galatians. 

The law enables us to see ourselves as transgressors. You need to banish completely the thought that 

you can keep the ten commandments. They do not say try harder to do better, they shout you are a 

transgressor, you are a law breaker. 

 

You and I have . . .  

• A debt we cannot pay. 

• A gap we cannot span. 

• A vacuum we cannot fill. 

• A shame / guilt we cannot cover. 

• A stain we cannot remove. 

• An alienation we cannot reconcile and 

• A weight we cannot lift. 
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Some Jews [who are false teachers] said the Gentile believers had to obey | follow the works of the Law 

if they were to be a part of God’s covenant community or remain in good standing within God’s covenant 

community. Paul would have none of this.  

 

STRUCTURE 
 

1. No one can be justified by the works of the Law 
 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified 

by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order 

to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will 

be justified. 

 

No matter what Peter thought he was doing, it could not justify. Paul knew the Jews had a “leg up” on 

the Gentiles, but it wasn’t enough. The grace of God shows itself through faith in Christ. Our 

justification is a gift that we cannot earn. There is nothing you can do to earn it or maintain it.  When 

we go back to the works of the law we are nullifying God’s grace. And we are destroying the very 

reason Jesus gave himself for us. 
 

2. Our justification is only by faith in the faithfulness of Christ Jesus 
 

15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that a person is not justified 

by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order 

to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will 

be justified. 

 

Jesus has done for us what we could not do for ourselves. He obeyed His Father perfectly, P-E-R-F-E-C-T-L-Y! 

 

3. What about those [like Peter] who go back to the works of the law; who mingle or blend 

works and faith? 
 

17 But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a 

servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 

 
21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no 

purpose. 

 

If you add the works of the Law to faith in Christ, you are not justified. 

 

This is clear. The question isn’t what does that mean? The response is, “Don’t look to anything or 

anyone other than Jesus for your justification before God! 

 

4. The Law CONDEMNS transgressors (v. 19). Jesus JUSTIFIES sinners (vv. 20, 21). 
 

19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. 

It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
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the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 

righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose. 

 

The Law has a purpose. It gets you to Jesus. Jesus has a purpose. He saves [justifies] sinners.  

JESUS 

The entire LAW finds its fulfillment in Jesus. What Jesus did was fulfill the LAW.  

He did what the LAW was designed to do. 

He does for us what we could never ever do for ourselves. 

 

5. Jesus died for your justification because you could not secure it for yourself.  
 

19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It 

is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 

righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose. 

 

Because Jesus has faithfully and fully done what you could not do, you and I can be right with God. The 

condemnation brought through the broken Law has been fully and finally met in the perfect Law 

Keeper, Jesus.  

 

6. Your life as a Christian has been completely swallowed up by the life of Jesus. You and I have 

no other life than the Christ life. 
 

20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

The only way to enter into God’s Covenant Community is through the person and work of Jesus. There 

is nothing you can do to undo the curse of the Garden. 
 

Jesus Christ is God’s promised seed of Genesis 3:15. He alone and only completes the blood picture of 

Genesis 3:21. Jesus Christ has done for us what we could not do for ourselves. He brings us into God’s 

Covenant Community and enables us to remain in good standing within that community. 
 

Christ’s death has brought in the age of the new covenant (3:23–26; 4:4–5, 24). People do not have to 

become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosaic Law in order to be Christians (2:3, 11–12, 

14; 4:10). To require these things denies the heart of the gospel, which is justification by faith alone and 

not by keeping the “works of the law” (2:16). In this new age, Christians are to live in the guidance and 

power of the Spirit (chapters 5–6).1 

 

If we are understanding the grand narrative of the Scripture, then this separation between the Jews and 

the Gentiles is counter to the gospel. God’s design from the very beginning has always been ONE PEOPLE 

OF GOD. 
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I think the LAW is the historical or immediate connection in Galatians, but it seems to be larger than that 

currently. I think at its core the issue is, "Do we need to do anything else than what is done by Jesus to 

be acceptable before the Father?" Can we, like our forefathers, believe Jesus is enough? 

 

APPLICATION  
 

WHAT ABOUT ME? 

1. JESUS is our final and faithful race representative. He does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 

We appropriate that truth by faith alone in Christ alone.  

2. Anything other than this is a different gospel which is no gospel at all. 

3. If you think you are saved by the parents you have or the family you have been born into, you are 

lost. 

4. If you think you are saved by your baptism, you are lost. 

5. If you think you are saved by partaking of the Lord’s Table, you are lost. 

6. If you think you are saved by being nice to other people, you are lost. 

7. Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

 By grace alone = it is all secured for you and given to you by God alone. It is a gift. 

 Through faith alone = you do nothing to secure your own salvation but confess you can’t, but 

God can, and Jesus did. 

 In Christ alone = there is nothing else and there is no one else, but Christ alone 

8. ONE LAST QUESTION  

 What Do You Have To Do . . .  

a. To Be A Christian And 

i. To Remain A Christian . . . In Good Standing With God? 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

 Galatians 2:16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus 

Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works 

of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 
 

VISUALS 

 

You can use the visuals for lesson 6 – The Jerusalem Council with this lesson as well. 

Each of the following areas or one or two could be used to describe what justification does. 

• A debt we cannot pay. [have an item with a cost written on it that they cannot pay] 

• A gap we cannot span. [have a distance marked on the ground and have the kids try to 

jump it] 

• A vacuum we cannot fill. 

• A shame / guilt we cannot cover. 

• A stain we cannot remove. [put a stain on a clothe and try to rub it out] 

• An alienation we cannot reconcile and 

• A weight we cannot lift. [put a heavy weight plate on the table and have the kids try and 

lift it] 
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RESOURCES 

 

 

ENDNOTES 

1 https://www.esv.org/resources/esv-global-study-bible/introduction-to-galatians/  

 


