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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 7A
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“Everyone Who Believes Is Freed from Everything”
[Galatians 5:1; Acts 13:38, 39; The Jerusalem Council]

The Book of Galatians

THE HEAD - To Know how everything minus Jesus equals nothing.
Q- Why is it necessary to know what the gospel is?

THE HEART - To Choose to stand with Jesus alone.
' Q — What are some things we might add to Jesus that take away from Jesus?

THE HAND - To Pray we will lift Jesus up so that all men in seeing Him will believe.
Q - How do we keep the gospel simple? How would you explain the gospel?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lessonis . . .
No matter who you are, you can be saved by the grace of God apart from any work on your part.

One of the questions addressed in the Book of Galatians is the interfacing of Jewish Law with Gentile
inclusion. Galatians speaks to this. God’s intent has always been a global intent, a global inclusion.
Gentiles comprised “the nations” and therefore were to be included. Now that Jesus has done what
Israel was supposed to do and there is this Gentile inclusion, “What are we supposed to do with ‘them’?”

Regardless of one’s cultural ethnicity, salvation is only by grace alone through faith alone in Christ
alone. Nothing else can be added or subtracted without destroying the good news.

As the church expands across cultural differences and ethnicities, the “body of Jesus” needs to be
aware of those differences and use “common sense” as not to offend unnecessarily those who are
culturally different.



But the good news of Jesus transcends all cultural differences and ethnicities. His purpose is for every
tribe and tongue and people and nation.

And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for
You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and
people and nation (Rev. 5:9).

After these things | looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from
every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands (Rev. 7:9).

And | saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who
live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people (Rev. 14:6).

Let us never forget this. Those cultural differences and multiple ethnicities making up the body of Jesus
are to be celebrated and unifying NOT avoided and dividing.

LITERARY CONTEXT

The following chart puts the letters and his three missionary journeys in their chronological order.

The Book of Acts

Chap. 1-12 Peter
Chap. 13-28 Paul

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”])
e The Letter to The Galatian Churches
e The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
B. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:21)
C. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:26 [“To the Ends of the Earth”])

e [tis hard to know when one “journey” ended and another begins. Paul’s arrest shifts the
emphasis in the Book of Acts. He goes from “planting churches” to defending His message
and activity.

D. Paul’s Final “Missionary” Journey (Acts 21:27 - 1 and 2 Timothy)
e This “section” is cluttered with imprisonment and final farewells.
HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Where are We?

Our first map shows the path for Paul’s first journey.
The second map places that journey in the larger context of that region.
He starts in Antioch and ends in Seleucia.



LYSTRA | 14:6-20
“..and there they continued to preach the gospel” (v.7) This mission of making Christ known to the
nations and making disciples of Jesus continues to drive Paul and Barnabas throughout the regions of
southern Galatia.

Paul’s letter to the Galatians was likely written to the churches he had established during his first
missionary journey (Acts 13:1-14:28). He probably wrote the letter from his home church in Antioch in

Syria, sometime before the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:1-31).1

The apostle Paul wrote this letter about A.D. 48. The Galatians are probably believers in the churches of
the southern region of the Roman province of Galatia.?

STRUCTURE

This lesson stresses the MELODIC LINE or THEME for the Letter to the Galatian Churches. The next
lesson will address a specific paragraph in the Letter.

Who are the Judaizers?

1. Judaizers
Jesus is necessary, but He is not enough.

e There are “things” you must do if you are going to be “right with God” and/or maintain a
“rightness with God.”

2. WHAT is the issue?
How do we become part of God’s Covenant Community?

e [sit by the “works of the Law” or by “faith in Jesus?”

e Do | have to become “Jewish” in order to become “Christian?”

3. THE ISSUE

e The Jews were telling the Gentiles that in order to be fully or fuller members in the household
of God there was something they needed to do beyond believing Messiah Jesus.

4. QUESTIONS | CHURCH

e “[Why have] you so quickly DESERTED the Gospel?” (1:6)

e  “Who has BEWITCHED you?” (3:1)

e “How can you TURN BACK AGAIN?” (4:9 [led astray, 2:13])

GALATIANS
JESUS IS ENOUGH In this life and in the life to come

5. SO,...WHAT’S the PROBLEM?

The church was dividing over how one came into the Covenant Community and how one remained in
the Covenant Community.

6. Can we KNOW the GOSPEL?
GOOD NEWS



e There is only one GOSPEL (1:6, 7)

e “Adistorted gospel is a different gospel.”

e The GOSPEL and JESUS are the same.

e The good news is something He brings; He is.

e [f you add the works of the Law to faith in Christ, you are not justified [or sanctified].

e The Law has a purpose. It gets you to Jesus. Jesus has a purpose. He saves [justifies] sinners.

e The Law and Jesus are on the same storyline, but serve two different purposes. To keep them
separate preserves both. To combine them or intermingle them destroys both.

WHAT’S AT STAKE?

JESUS!

REMEMBER

Jesus + Nothing = Everything

Everything — Jesus = Nothing

There is no one beside Jesus [l.e. His equal] and there is nothing beyond Jesus [l.e. His superior].
GALATIANS

JESUS IS ENOUGH In this life and in the life to come

God’s Word to Us
You and | have to choose one or the other. The one leads to life and the other to death.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

God’s expansive design for His kingdom [Church] includes a kaleidoscope of cultures and ethnicities.
Rather than see these things as obstacles to be overcome, we should seek to celebrate and unify.

The DNA of Jesus has all of this diversity built into it. His seed produces this immeasurable crop pulled
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

Christ’s death has brought in the age of the new covenant (3:23-26; 4:4-5, 24). People do not have to
become Jews or follow the outward ceremonies of the Mosaic Law in order to be Christians (2:3, 11-12,
14; 4:10). To require these things denies the heart of the gospel, which is justification by faith alone and
not by keeping the “works of the law” (2:16). In this new age, Christians are to live in the guidance and

power of the Spirit (chapters 5-6).3

If we are understanding the grand narrative of the Scripture, then this separation between the Jews and
the Gentiles is counter to the gospel. God’s design from the very beginning has always been ONE PEOPLE

OF GOD.

| think the LAW is the historical or immediate connection for the book of Galatians, but it seems to be
larger than that currently. | think at its core the issue is, "Do we need to do anything else than what is

done by Jesus to be acceptable before the Father?"



APPLICATION

1. There is nothing you have to do to be accepted into God’s Covenant Community but believe in
Jesus.

2. He alone and only places you into God’s Family.

God'’s salvation is inclusive of all culture and ethnicities.

4. This diversity is to be celebrated and unifying.

w

MEMORY VERSE

e Galatians 5:1
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

e Acts 13:38, 39
38 et it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you, **and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which
you could not be freed by the law of Moses.

VISUALS

Take that heavy knapsack and put it on a child. Now slowly start taking items out of it. Soon it will be
empty. That is what the gospel of grace does. Now take the knapsack and begin filling it with all of the

items until it becomes too heavy to manage. This is what the “gospel” of works righteousness does.
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