Patrick Griffiths | Giles Litzner

ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 6
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“But We Believe That We Will Be Saved Through the
Grace Of The Lord Jesus, Just As They Will” (v.11)

[The Jerusalem Council]

Acts 15:1-35 [Acts 13:39]

THE HEAD - To Know how the love of Jesus and the Word of God have no boundaries.
Q - What do you have to know in order to be saved?

' THE HEART - To Choose to stand with grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone as
the sole means of God saving sinners.

Q- What three ideas do we use to share the gospel?

THE HAND - To Pray for those who believe salvation from sin and death is by any other
means other than JESUS.

Q — What are some obstacles people put in the way of the gospel of grace?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .
The Council answers the question, “Is Jesus enough or do we need more?” Do Gentiles need to
become Jews in order to be right with God?

Regardless of one’s cultural ethnicity, salvation is only by grace alone through faith alone in Christ
alone. Nothing else can be added or subtracted without destroying the good news.

As the church expands across cultural differences and ethnicities, the “body of Jesus” needs to be
aware of those differences and use “common sense” as not to unnecessarily offend those who are
culturally different.

But the good news of Jesus transcends all cultural differences and ethnicities. His purpose is for every
tribe and tongue and people and nation. We read of this in the last book of the Bible, Revelation.



And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for
You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and
people and nation (Rev. 5:9).

After these things | looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from
every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands (Rev. 7:9).

And | saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who
live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people (Rev. 14:6).

Let us never forget this. Those cultural differences and multiple ethnicities making up the body of Jesus
are to be celebrated and unifying NOT avoided and dividing.

LITERARY CONTEXT

The Book of Acts

Chap. 1-12 Peter
Chap. 13-28 Paul

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”])

e The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

As they traveled, they shared with the churches along the way how God was saving the Gentiles, which brought
great joy to the believers — at least until they reached Jerusalem. Then, the proverbial ‘FAT hit the fan’ when some
had the gall to suggest that it was necessary for these new believers to also be circumcised in accordance with the
Law of Moses.

Acts 13:38, 39

3 et it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you, **and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which
you could not be freed by the law of Moses.

Acts 21:17-25

7When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 8 On the following day
Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 1° After greeting them, he
related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.

20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how
many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. They are all zealous for
the law, 2! and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the
Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or walk according to
our customs. 22 What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do



therefore what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow; 2*take these men and
purify yourself along with them and pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads.
Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you
yourself also live in observance of the law. 2> But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we
have sent a letter with our judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to
idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.”

While Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch, men from Judea came and began teaching that ‘unless you’re
circumcised according to the law, you cannot be saved.’ Clearly, this was an ongoing issue within the early church
— adding law to grace — and continues to wreak havoc on the church to this day. Paul and Barnabas adamantly
opposed adding anything to the gospel and were willing to meet with the council of apostles and elders in
Jerusalem to deal with this issue decisively.

Can you imagine being part of that meeting? Our lesson seeks to unpack the content of that early church meeting.

Somewhere in here, the books of Galatians and James were written.

STRUCTURE
I.  The Problem: Those from Syrian Antioch (15:1-5)

e 15:1-5

!But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.
35S0, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. > But some believers who belonged
to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order
them to keep the law of Moses.”

Are you hearing what they are saying? “Jesus is necessary, but not enough.” Friends, this is wrong.
What the Law could not do, Jesus did and does!

Paul’s argument in Galatians is emphatic. It is Jesus + Nothing = Everything! He is absolutely opposed to
imposing circumcision onto his Gentile audience as a condition for inclusion in God’s Covenant
Community or for the maintaining of “membership” within that community.

So ... hereis the problem. “Is Jesus enough or do we need more?”

II.  The Discussion: The Argument at Jerusalem (15:6-18)

A. Peter’s Response (vv. 6-11)



e 5The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after there
had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early
days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of
the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them
the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, >and he made no distinction between us and them, having
cleansed their hearts by faith [Remember Acts 10 and 11 with Cornelius!]. 1° Now, therefore,
why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither
our fathers nor we have been able to bear? 1! But we believe that we will be saved through
the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 2 And all the assembly fell silent, and . . .

B. Barnabas and Paul’s Response (vv. 12b — 18)

e ...theylistened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done
through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking,

The gospel saves both JEWS and GENTILES! It is for EVERYONE! YEAH!
C. James’ Response (vv. 13b-18)

e James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. *Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles,
to take from them a people for his name. > And with this the words of the prophets agree, just
as it is written [Amos 9:11, 12],
o 0“After this | will return,
and | will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;
| will rebuild its ruins,
and | will restore it,
7that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,
and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,
says the Lord, who makes these things ® known from of old.’

e Amos 9:11 "In that day | will raise up the fallen booth of David, and wall up its breaches;
| will also raise up its ruins And rebuild it as in the days of old; 12 That they may possess
the remnant of Edom And all the nations who are called by My name," Declares the
LORD who does this.

God has always included the Gentiles apart from the Law.

The meeting continued, but this really was the trump card. Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch to deliver the
letter that was drafted by the council and report that faith in the person and work of Jesus and the grace of God
was not only necessary, but enough for salvation! They remained in Antioch teaching and preaching the word of
the Lord (v. 35).



lll.  The Resolution (15:19-35)
A. The Consensus among the Leadership (15:19-22)
e Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God.
B. The Letter Written (15:23-29)

The issues of common sense and the cultural sensitivity toward others shall be addressed in Romans 14 and 1
Corinthians 8 by the apostle Paul. But, nothing needs to be added to or taken from Jesus.

C. The Letter Delivered to Antioch (15:30-34)

e 3050 when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the congregation
together, they delivered the letter. 31 And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of its
encouragement. 32And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, encouraged and
strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent some time, they were
sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 3> But Paul and Barnabas remained
in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.

What did the teachers teach? Christ crucified! Gentile believers do not have to be circumcised or
follow the dietary laws or place themselves under the Mosaic Code.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

God’s expansive design for His kingdom [Church] includes a kaleidoscope of cultures and ethnicities.
Rather than see these things as obstacles to be overcome, we should seek to celebrate and unify.

The DNA of Jesus has all of this diversity built into it. His seed produces this immeasurable crop pulled
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

To step back and take the panoramic view of God’s Garden should create within the viewer a sense of
overwhelming awe and wonder. The expansive nature of God’s redemptive work is impossible to
contain or control. It is something that must be embraced and enjoyed.

APPLICATION

1. There is nothing you have to do to be accepted into God’s Covenant Community but believe in
Jesus.

2. He alone and only places you into God’s Family.

God’s salvation is inclusive of all culture and ethnicities.

4. This diversity is to be celebrated and unifying.

w



MEMORY VERSE

e Acts15:11,12
11 But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”
12 And all the assembly fell silent,

VISUALS

1. Have two knapsacks. One is so heavy you can barely lift it. The other is empty. The one with
weight is the law [works righteousness]. The other is the gospel of grace. God does all of the
heavy lifting. Have the kids put on the heavy one and walk. Have them put on the empty one
and walk. Which one is better for the long haul?

RESOURCES

VIDEO - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MVaFz9cw4)w&t=6s

ENDNOTES



