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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 5
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“Bring Salvation to the Ends of the Earth”

[The 15t Missionary Journey]

Acts 13:1-5, 14-52

THE HEAD - To Know how the apostle Paul’s missionary activities are a part of God’s BIG
Story.

Q- What message did the apostle preach to those in the Synagogue?

' THE HEART - To Choose to stand with Jesus as God’s only way into His presence.

Q - Did everyone who heard Paul believe his words?

THE HAND - To Pray for the proclamation of the gospel in His Church and through His
Church to the World.
Q- Who do you know that you can tell about Jesus?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .
God’s purpose for the Nations is coming to pass. God invites all to come to Him.

God is using Paul to push the borders of His Kingdom out. God uses Paul to reclaim what is rightfully
His as Creator and Redeemer (Rev. 4; 5). What Paul does is take back what Jesus won through His
DBRA. How does He do this? It is done as His Church “tills the soil and fills the earth.”

Although Paul has been ministering for over 14 years, he is formally sent out by the Church of Antioch
for the expansion of God’s Church / Kingdom.

The Law takes the Jew only so far. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law. To believe in Him frees them from
the Law. The Gentiles are included in God’s Covenant Community through Jesus NOT through the Law.
God uses Paul to bring “Christ Crucified” to the Ends of the Earth.

The 1t Missionary Journey of Paul shows this story played out.



Just a quick note:

Matthew 28:20 — “End of the Age” [ESV] TIME STRESSED
Sunteleia, “entire completion, i.e. consummation”

Acts 13:47 — “Ends of the Earth” [ESV] PLACE STRESSED
Eschatos, “farthest, final (of place or time)”

LITERARY CONTEXT

There is too much material in this Lesson thus the reason for a lot of pages! Hopefully, by revisiting the
ideas throughout the Unit the students shall capture the primary idea behind each single lesson. Look

to the Emphasis First and then the material. Find the material that best serves that purpose. In this
lesson it is Acts 13:14-52. An outline of the paragraph is found at the end of this study.

The Book of Acts
I. Chap.1-12 Peter

A. The Killing [Martyrdom] of Stephen (Acts 7)

Acts 7:52-56

>2Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, >3 you who
received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” °* Now when they heard these things they
were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. >>But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. °® And he said, “Behold, | see the
heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

B. The Witness of Philip (Acts 8)

Acts 8:5, 34,35

>Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 3* And the eunuch said to
Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 3> Then
Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

C. The Conversion of Paul (Acts 9)

Acts 9:4, 5, 15, 16

4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”
> And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 1> But the Lord
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings
and the children of Israel. *® For | will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”



D. The Vision of Peter (Acts 10; 11)

Acts 10:34-38,42, 43

3450 Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality, 3> but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 3¢ As for the word that he sent
to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 3’ you yourselves know
what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 2 And he commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the
dead. **To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”

E. The Imprisonment of Peter (Acts 12)

Acts 12:1-3

1About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. 2He killed
James the brother of John with the sword, 3and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to
arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread.

Peter’s ministry is highlighted throughout the first twelve chapters of Acts. Beginning in Chapter 13,
the Apostle Paul becomes prominent.

Just as Peter was, so also will Paul be. God uses Paul to carry out His Mission and fulfill His Vision.

II. Chap.13-28 Paul

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”])

e The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
B. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:21)
C. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:26 [“To the Ends of the Earth”])

e Itis hard to know when one “journey” ended and another begins. Paul’s arrest shifts the
emphasis in the Book of Acts. He goes from “planting churches” to defending His message
and activity.

D. Paul’s Final “Missionary” Journey (Acts 21:27 - 1 and 2 Timothy)
e This “section” is cluttered with imprisonment and final farewells.

Our focus will be primarily on Acts 13 and 14.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

At this pointin the journey we find a group of prophets and teachers gathered within the church at Antioch. “While
they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
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to which | have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off” (v.2-
3). Verse 4 clearly indicates that they were sent out by the Holy Spirit through the leadership of the local church.

What “work” was the Holy Spirit through the church commissioning Barnabas and Saul to accomplish?
The mission of making disciples of all nations — gospel proclamation and church planting.

The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 1:16 that he is not ashamed of the gospel —for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. And this is the pattern that
we will see on display while on mission. Consider the maps in the back of your notes as we attempt to
highlight the forward advance of the gospel as it continues to extend to the ends of the earth.

STRUCTURE

I.  Paul’s Pattern (Acts 13:13-16)

13Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left
them and returned to Jerusalem, 1% but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on
the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. *° After the reading from the Law and the
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word
of encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said:

Paul always went to the Jew first and then the Gentile, thus Paul always went to the synagogue first.
II.  Paul’s Sermon | Message (Acts 13:17-39)

Paul traces God’s Promises through Israel’s history and fulfilled in Jesus. Paul gives a lengthy presentation
of the gospel in which he highlights the following points:
¢ Brief history lesson from the patriarchs to the nation’s time in Egypt and wildness wandering.
¢+ While in the Promised Land, Paul notes the time of the judges ending with Samuel and the rise
of the kings — highlighting David.
¢+ He takes a massive leap all the way to John the baptizer — forerunner of the Messiah.
¢+ They asked Pilate to have him executed; they carried out everything prophesied of Jesus; then
laid Him in the tomb.
¢+ God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are now His witnesses to the people (v.31)
¢+ They warned them against unbelief (v.40-41).

“Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 1’ The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made
the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. ¥ And
for about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. 1° And after destroying seven nations in the
land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 2° All this took about 450 years. And after that
he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 2! Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he
raised up David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son of Jesse a
man after my heart, who will do all my will.” 2 Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior,
Jesus, as he promised. 2* Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the



people of Israel. > And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that | am? | am
not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet | am not worthy to untie.’

26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent
the message of this salvation. 2’ For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not
recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled
them by condemning him. 22 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate
to have him executed. ?° And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down
from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 3°But God raised him from the dead, 3*and for many days he
appeared to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to
the people. 32 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has
fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm,

“You are my Son,
today | have begotten you.’

34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has spoken
in this way,
“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’

3 Therefore he says also in another psalm,
“You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’

36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with
his fathers and saw corruption, 3’ but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 3% Let it be known
to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, *°and by
him everyone who believes is freed!c! from everything from which you could not be freed by the law
of Moses.

lll.  Paul’'s Warning (Acts 13:40-41)

40Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the Prophets should come about:
414 ook, you scoffers,
be astounded and perish;
for 1 am doing a work in your days,
a work that you will not believe, even if one tells it to you.””

Now that you are confronted by these truths do not reject them. READ Hebrews 2:1-4. There is no
escape if you do not listen to JESUS.

IV.  The People’s Response (Acts 13:42-52)
A. The People Begged (vv. 42-43)
42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might be told them the next Sabbath. 4> And

after the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul
and Barnabas, who, as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God.



B. The Whole City Gathered (vv. 44-48)

44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. *° But when the Jews
saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul,
reviling him. #¢ And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God
be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold,
we are turning to the Gentiles. #’ For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,
“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

Paul stresses the inclusive nature of God’s redemptive purpose.
C. The Gentiles Rejoiced (vv. 48-49)

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as
many as were appointed to eternal life believed. *° And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout
the whole region.

D. The Jews Rejected (vv. 45-47, 50-52)

>0 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. >* But they shook off the
dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. >?> And the disciples were filled with joy and with
the Holy Spirit.

Boy oh boy, what a picture of contrasts between those who received Jesus and those who rejected Jesus.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

The Apostle Paul is doing exactly what God designed Adam and Eve to do and what God secured
through Jesus and gave to His disciples in Matthew 28:16-20. Right now God is reclaiming what is
rightfully His as Creator and Redeemer (Rev. 4; 5).

It is as Jesus is preached that people believe in Him and through this “by grace through faith in Christ”
others join God’s Kingdom.

The expanding and reclaiming of God’s Kingdom are an expanding and reclaiming of Joy.

APPLICATION

* Do you believe God’s Story in the Bible?

* Do you believe Jesus is the center of the Story?

* Do you believe that Jesus is LORD and that God the Father has raised Him from the dead?
* Do you know “you can’t, but only God can, and Jesus did?”



* If you know Jesus as your Savior and Lord, then you have been forgiven of your sins and you
have been freed from the Law!

MEMORY VERSES

Acts 13:38, 39

38 et it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to
you, **and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by
the law of Moses.

Acts 13:47
47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,
“‘l have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

VISUALS

1. Soap Sailboat Activity

e You will need: small bars of soap (Ilvory works the best), a spoon for carving, toothpicks, bits
of paper, glue.

e Look at reference book or Bible dictionary to see pictures of boats used in the first century.
Some of these may be similar to the boat that carried Paul on his first missionaries’
journeys.

e Give the child a spoon to carve the soap into a boat shape.

e Add sails using white paper, toothpicks, and glue.

e Place in water to check that it floats.

e Then we put the names of the places he went on colored paper on the floor and we either
walked or drove our boat there.

e We also printed them a map of Paul's first Journey.

RESOURCES

VIDEO - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IT5-j9VihM

ENDNOTES



