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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 4 

Acts – The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“God Shows No Partiality” 
[“In you all the families of the earth will be blessed" Gen. 12:3] 

Acts 10; 11; Eph. 3:1-6 
 

 

EMPHASIS 

 

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .  

To understand how Peter’s vision confirms God’s plan to include Gentiles [I.e. all the NATIONS].  

The good news of Jesus is for everyone, everywhere, at all times. 

 

God’s purpose for the Nations is coming to pass. God invites all to come to Him. The Gentiles are fellow 

heirs. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 
 

All of the movement in the Book of Acts is showing the advancement of God’s Kingdom on Earth even 

as it is in heaven. It was not completed by the end of Acts, but the reader should understand how God 

is winning. He is seeing His will done on earth even as it is in heaven. Each of the stories in Acts shows 

this advancement. The story of Cornelius and Peter is no less true of this progression. This study should 

emphasis that idea. 

 

 

 

THE HEAD - To Know that God’s purpose for Creation includes ALL THE NATIONS 

regardless of color, creed, or culture. 

 

 

 

THE HEART - To Choose to love all those for whom Christ died. 

 

 

THE HAND - To Pray that those without Jesus will accept them as their Lord and Savior. 
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The Book of Acts 

I. Chap. 1-12 Peter 

[Notice how this section is “littered” with people and personalities.] 
 

A. The Death of Ananias and Sapphire (Acts 5) 

B. The Selecting of Deacons (Acts 6a) 

C. The Killing of Stephen (Acts 6b, 7) 

D. The Witness of Philip (Acts 8) 

E. The Conversion of Paul (Acts 9) 

F. The Vision of Cornelius (Acts 10, 11) 

G. The Imprisonment of Peter (Acts 12) 

 

II. Chap. 13-28 Paul 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
 

Within the books of Acts we’ve begun to see the forward advance of the gospel from Jerusalem to Judea 

and Samaria, and in small ways trickling outward to the ends of the earth. At this point in the adventure, 

the gospel will take an unexpected turn from being almost exclusively Jewish to including the Gentiles – 

the nations. As you can imagine, this was and continued to be a struggle for the early church to embrace 

and grow in unity. 

 

Chapter 10 relays the process that it took to get Peter out of his “comfort zone” (culturally all he’s ever 

known) to “open his mouth” (v. 34) and share the gospel with the Gentiles. Peter comes to realize that 

“God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable 

to Him” (vv. 34-35). He then goes on to share the “good news of peace through Jesus Christ” (v. 36), 

ultimately relaying that all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him receives 

forgiveness of sins through His name (v. 43). “While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit 

fell on all who heard the word” (v. 44), and no objection could be made as to why they couldn’t be 

baptized (vv. 47-48). 
 

Word spread quickly that the “Gentiles also had received the word of God” (Acts 11:1). Rather than being 

excited about the forward advance of the gospel, some chose to criticize Peter for violating their cultural 

expectations by associating with the Gentiles. Seriously? 

 

So Peter relays the entire story to his accusers, concluding with the sobering reality that “God gave the 

same gift to them as He gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ – who am I to stand in 

God’s way?” (Acts 11:17). The response? Silence. Then, once it sank in for a moment they glorified God 

that the Gentiles have also been granted repentance that leads to life (Acts 11:18). 
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STRUCTURE 
 

It is possible to trace from Genesis through Revelation the intentionality and inclusiveness of God by 

seeing reference to ALL THE NATIONS. 
 

• All the Nations Blessed (Gen. 12:3) 

• The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14) 

• Make Disciples of All the Nations (Matt. 28:18) 

• Now there were Jews from every nation under heaven (Acts 2:5) 

• To bear my name before the Gentiles (Acts 9:15) 

• Because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 10:45; 11:1, 18) 

• But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of 

Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for 

repentance. That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the 

dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles (Ac 26:20, 23). 

• Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they 

will hear it (Ac 28:28). 

• And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 

were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people 

and nation (Rev. 5:9). 

• After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, from every 

nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands (Rev. 7:9). 

• And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live 

on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people (Rev. 14:6). 

 
God’s purpose was for the entire earth to be filled with a knowledge of His glory even as the waters 

cover the sea. That idea encompasses EVERY tribe and tongue and people and nation. Wow. 

 

The Apostle Paul’s conversion in Acts 9 and the story of Peter and Cornelius in Acts 10 and 11 are a 

part of that unfolding.  
 

God’s purpose has always been FOR THE NATIONS. God is always confirming and completing what He 

promised. Why, because He is the Promise Completing God! Let us consider three movements within 

this forward advancement from Acts 10 and 11. 

 

I. A Centurion named Cornelius (10:1-8) 

 

II. An Apostle named Peter (10:9-48 

 

A. His Vision (vv. 10-16) 

B. His Visitors (vv. 17-33) 

C. His Sermon (vv. 34-48 [READ]) 
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III. An Examination by the Circumcised Party (Acts 11:1-18) 
 

A. The Criticism – you ate with the uncircumcised (vv. 1-4) 

B. The Report – the uncircumcised believed and were baptized by the Holy Spirit just like at 

the beginning (Acts 2 [vv. 5-17]) 

C. The Response – they fell silent and glorified God (v. 18) 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 

 

The inclusive nature of God’s program is never defined by ethnicity or a people group. God is always 

including everyone, everywhere, all the time for His glory and their joy. 
 

Through King Jesus all may become subjects of His Kingdom and for their joy. 
 

The joy one can have in King Jesus is for everyone. 

 

APPLICATION 

 

1. God created you so that you might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This joy is only known and experienced in His presence. 

2. Do you know Him? 

3. God’s redemptive program is inclusive of all people, tribes, and nations. What are your 

thoughts toward those who are not like you? Do you know that God created them for joy? 

4. Let us be a part of what God is doing both locally, nationally, and globally as we witness of Him 

for His glory and our joy. 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

 

Acts 10:34, 35 
 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation 

anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

 

VISUALS 
1. Six empty bottles, set up like bowling pins. Think of six “things” that might form a barrier in 

getting the gospel out [i.e. language, location, fears {what fears}]. Take a ball, call it the gospel, 

roll it toward the ‘pins’ and show how the gospel breaks down barriers and saves all sinners. 

2. Speak of how Egypt is very different than us at WBC. Note what those differences are. 

 

RESOURCES 

 

ACTIVITY & VIDEO –  

https://sundayschool.works/lessons/peter-and-cornelius-acts-10-sunday-school-lesson-and-activities-for-kids/.    


