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Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“When God was Pleased”
[The Conversion of the Apostle Paul]

Acts 9:3-8; Gal. 1:15-17

THE HEAD - To Know how God saves sinners through His proclaimed Word.
Q - How did you come to know who Jesus is?

' THE HEART - To Choose to trust the God who saves irritable sinners for the growth of
His Kingdom through His Church.

Q- Who do you think are some of the hardest people to save?

THE HAND - To Pray for strength to share God’s Word with those who do not know Him.
Q — Make a list of two or three people you know who do not know Jesus.

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lessoniis. ..

To consider the conversion of the Apostle Paul as He takes the Good News of King Jesus to the Gentiles
[l.e. all the Nations].

God through ordinary people who are radically changed by the revelation of King Jesus advance the
Mission of God in fulfilling the Vision of God. The Book of Acts shows us God’s means as we read of
Paul’s conversion to Jesus.

LITERARY CONTEXT

The Book of Acts
I.  Chap.1-12 Peter

A. The Killing of Stephen (Acts 7)
B. The Witness of Philip (Acts 8)
C. The Conversion of Paul (Acts 9)



[I.  Chap.13-28 Paul

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
1. In chapters 1-7, they are in Jerusalem, around the Temple, and everyone is sharing everything
in common.

2. In chapters 8-12 the story takes a darker turn. The “church” begins to expand geographically
through persecution.

STRUCTURE

It is important to see the various personalities God chooses to use in carrying out His Mission through
the King’s Church.

The Book of Acts
I.  Chap.1-12 Peter

God used Peter’s passion and catapulted him to leadership in the early church. PETER IN THE BOOK OF
ACTS FROM 1-12. After Acts 12, he only occurs one more time and this is at the Jerusalem Council in
Acts 15.

Peter had a season of public ministry (Acts 1:13, 15; 2:14, 38; 3:1-12; 4:8, 13, 19; 5:3-9, 15, 29; 8:14, 20;
9:32, 34, 38, 39, 40, 43; 10:1ff w/ 11:1ff; 12:1ff.

Jerusalem Council (Ac 15:7) “After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them.”
You have three stories included in Acts 1-12.

A. The Killing of Stephen (Acts 7)
B. The Witness of Philip (Acts 8)
C. The Conversion of Paul (Acts 9)

Persecution of the early church is picking up speed, and by Acts 9 Saul is leading the charge all the way
to Damascus. While on route to accomplish his mission, Saul encounters Jesus and is transformed from
a persecutor of the church to a disciple of Christ (v.3-19). By the time he arrives in Damascus, rather than
breathing threats and murder, he now gathers with the church as one of them and begins proclaiming
Jesus in the synagogues as the Son of God. Talk about 180° turn around! As Saul began defending the
faith he once sought to eliminate, the religious leaders plotted to kill him.

[I.  Chap.13-28 Paul

A. Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13, 14 [“Judea and Samaria”])
e The Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)
B. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36-18:21)



C. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23-21:26 [“To the Ends of the Earth”])

e [tis hard to know when one “journey” ended and another begins. Paul’s arrest shifts the
emphasis in the Book of Acts. He goes from “planting churches” to defending His message
and activity.

D. Paul’s Final “Missionary Journey” (Acts 21:27 - 1 and 2 Timothy)

e This “section” is cluttered with imprisonment and final farewells.

For us to appreciate just how transforming Paul’s encounter with Jesus was, we would do well to read
Galatians 1:10-24 and see how, “The revelation of Jesus Christ radical changes the recipient from what
they once were to what they now are (1:12, 15, 16).” From Galatians 1, let us note three thoughts.

The Evidence of Paul’s Conversion (1:13-24)
A. Paul had zeal without knowledge (Rom. 10:2).

1. He hated the truth of God.

a. He persecuted the Church of God (Gal. 1:13)
b. He went beyond measure (Gal. 1:13)
c. He tried to destroy it (Gal. 1:13).

2. He loved the traditions of man (Gal. 1:14)

His love for the traditions of man can be seen in two statements.

a. Advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries
b. Being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.

B. God has grace without boundaries (Galatians 1:15-17).

1. It pleased God to separate Paul (1:15-16a)
2. It pleased God to save Paul (1:15c).
3. It pleased God to send Paul (1:16b).

C. Paul had boldness without fear (Galatians 1:18-24).
1. He went first to Arabia.
2. He then went to Damascus.
3. He then went to Jerusalem (for the first time).
4. He finally went to Syria and Cilicia.

Paul was busy for 14 years preaching Christ Crucified and Seeing Churches Planted. All those who
heard of his preaching and activity said the same thing.

® Gal. 1:23 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once
tried to destroy.” * And they glorified God because of me.



Paul’s conversion to Jesus was a testimony of how, “The revelation of Jesus Christ radically changes
the recipient from what they once were to what they now are (Gal. 1:12, 15, 16).”

Beginning in chapters 13 and forward, God will use the witness of the apostle Paul to advance His
Mission in seeing His Vision fulfilled.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

God through ordinary people who are radically changed by the revelation of King Jesus advance the
Mission of God in fulfilling the Vision of God. The Book of Acts shows us God’s means as we read of
Paul’s conversion to Jesus.

It is “The revelation of Jesus Christ radical changes the recipient from what they once were to what
they now are (Gal. 1:12, 15, 16).”

To be radically changed by Jesus is the blessing.

APPLICATION

1. God, in His timing, reveals to us His Son King Jesus so that we would be radically changed from
what we were [sinners] into what we are [saints].

2. Have you believed in King Jesus?

God is using you to share with others the message of King Jesus.

4. You are a part of God’s larger Story. Learn to see yourself inside of His Story.
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MEMORY VERSE

1 Corinthians 2:2 For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

VISUALS

Darken the room and have each child hold a flashlight or a candle. Light your candle then light each
child’s candle. With smaller children, a flashlight would work just as well. Show how the light of the
gospel spreads through people and how even the most difficult person can receive the light.

RESOURCES

ENDNOTES



