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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 3A 

Acts – The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children 

 

God is a PROMISE Completing God 
 

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and 

Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and 

is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and 

abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY. 

 

“You Have Now Betrayed and Murdered” 
[The Martyrdom of Stephen] 

Acts 6, 7 
 

EMPHASIS 

 

1. A good way to know the author’s purpose in writing is to look at the end of what he said. His 

audience is no different than those who persecuted the prophets. They had received the Law 

and did not keep it. Now, they were rejecting the One to whom the Law pointed. The very thing 

they were accusing him of (Acts 6:8-15), they were doing (Acts 7:51-53). Stephen kept what 

the Law pointed to. He kept the Law by believing in Jesus, the righteous one. They rejected 

the Law by rejecting Jesus. 

2. God is faithful to His promises and Jesus is His promise kept. He has done everything necessary 

for the fulfillment of His promises and the Nation has rejected them [and Him]. 

3. It is possible never to see beyond the shadow and thus, to reject the substance.  

4. God’s faithfulness is not dependent on His people. God is faithful no matter what. 

5. Those who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

 

LITERARY CONTEXT 

 

The Book of Acts 

I. Chap. 1-12 Peter 

[Notice how this section is “littered” with people and personalities.] 

 

A. The Death of Ananias and Sapphire (Acts 5) 

B. The Selecting of Deacons (Acts 6a) 

C. The Killing of Stephen (Acts 6b, 7) 
D. The Witness of Philip (Acts 8) 

E. The Conversion of Paul (Acts 9) 
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F. The Vision of Cornelius (Acts 10, 11) 

G. The Imprisonment of Peter (Acts 12) 

 

II. Chap. 13-28 Paul 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

 

1. In chapters 1-7, they are in Jerusalem, around the Temple, and everyone is sharing everything 

in common. 

2. In chapters 8-12 the story takes a darker turn. The “church” begins to expand geographically 

through persecution. 

3. Nothing is known about the personal life of Stephen—his parents, his siblings, or whether he 

had a wife or children. 

4. Stephen gives the longest speech | discourse in the Book of Acts. 

“It is the longest sermon in Acts, and so the Holy Spirit thought it to be important enough for Luke to 

record it to the extent that he did. Perhaps Luke wanted his largely Gentile audience to get a brief 

history of God’s dealings with Israel. The sermon also serves as a transition to the Gentile mission that 

follows this chapter, in that it shows Israel’s continued stubborn rejection of God’s message and 

messengers. It shows that God had worked in many places and ways with His servants down through 

the centuries, and so worship is not limited to the land of Palestine or to the temple. Like Abraham, 

who obediently followed the Lord, so God’s people must go where He leads.”1 

5. Through his discourse, he told the ONE Story. 

6. Stephen was recognized by his peers to be a servant of Jesus and His Church 

 

• The death of Stephen pushes the Church from Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria. 

• This event is ordered by the Lord for the advancement of His Vision and the carrying out of His 

Mission. 

• God uses ordinary everyday people to advance His super-extra ordinary promise. 

• Let us consider God’s simple means of fulfilling His singular Promise. 

 

STRUCTURE 
 

I. Stephen’s Person (Acts 6:8-15 [He radiated Jesus, v. 15]) 

 

II. Stephen’s Preaching (Acts 7:1-50 [He preached Jesus, v. 52]) 

 

Stephen’s preaching focuses on three issues as he traces the fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE in Jesus.  

 

a. Abraham and the Patriarchs (Acts 7:2-16) 
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God preserved the SEED PROMISE through the disobedience of the Patriarchs and their brother 

Joseph. 

 

b. Moses and the Law (Acts 7:17-43) 

 

God proved the necessity of the SEED PROMISE through the disobedience of the Nation of Israel. 

 

c. David and the Divine Dwelling Place (7:44-50). 

 

God pictured Garden joy in the building of the Tabernacle and Temple through the Monarchy of Israel.  

 

III. Stephen’s Point (vv. 51-53) 
 

A good way to know the author’s purpose in writing is to look at the end of what he said. His audience 

is no different than those who persecuted the prophets. They had received the Law and did not keep it. 

Now, they were rejecting the One to whom the Law pointed. 

 

The very thing they were accusing him of (Acts 6:8-15), they were doing (Acts 7:51-53). I have kept 

what the Law pointed to. I have kept the Law by believing in Jesus, the righteous one. 

 

IV. Stephen’s Passing (Acts 7:54-60 [He saw Jesus, v. 56]) 

 

The conclusion (7:51-53) is a scathing denunciation of the Sanhedrin, who were following in the 

rebellious pattern of their forefathers. Stephen’s appearance at his death is in stark contrast to 

violence surrounding him and that of his persecutors. 

 

V. Stephen’s Impact (8:1-8) 

 

Through Stephen’s passing, God scatters His church from Jerusalem, through Samaria and to the 

uttermost regions of the world. 

 

God has been faithful to His promises to provide a SEED who would deliver His people from sin and 

death even as His people reject those whom God sends. Their ultimate rejection is of Jesus, God’s Son. 

 

JESUS IN THE TEXT 
 

God’s promise came to Abraham through the Law receiver Moses and King David to the Nations. Yet, 

despite God’s faithfulness to His promises, His people continue to reject Him. 
 

Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel and through Israel to the Nations. 
 

All of God’s blessings are found in Jesus. If you reject Him, you shall not share in the blessing. 
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APPLICATION 

 

1. God has kept His promises in Jesus.  

2. Those who believe the promises of God shall suffer persecution. 

3. Do you believe the promises of God in Jesus? 

4. Prepare yourself for difficulty in the horizontal. 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

Acts 7:52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced 

beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 

 

VISUALS 
 

RESOURCES 
 

ENDNOTES 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-18-stephen-message-acts-71-53  

 


