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ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 2
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“You Are Witnesses of These Things”
Acts 1:8; Misc.

THE HEAD - To Know how the Word of God is the instrument God uses to spread His
Kingdom through His Church.

Q- What are some ways we can include the Bible into our lives on a daily basis?

' THE HEART - To Choose to trust the Word of God as the instrument through which God
is growing His Kingdom through His Church.

Q- As we give the Word of God out what might we expect in return?

THE HAND - To Pray for strength to hold fast to the Word of God even when others
around them reject it.

Q - Does it take courage to stand true to the Word of God in our current situations?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .

How the Book of Acts picks up the Storyline of Luke 24 and how the Vision of God to fill the earth with
the knowledge of His glory is being fulfilled through the proclamation of His Word as the Mission of the
Church.

“God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our
stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity.”! Here are three “actions steps” for your
students.

If we look at the geographical expansion of the Church and the summary statements in Acts, we see that
God is fulfilling His vision for creation.

e Acts 6:7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem
greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.
e Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied.



e Acts 13:49 And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region.
e Acts 19:20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

LITERARY CONTEXT

It is important to connect the line between Luke 24 and Acts 1.

e Luke 24:46-49
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from
the dead, #’ and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 8 You are witnesses of these things. 4° And behold, | am
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.”

e Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

The author Luke provides a full account of the Life and Times of King Jesus. He seeks to show the single
Story of the Bible with Jesus at the Center. He is connecting for the reader Genesis 1 and 2 with what
has happened in and through King Jesus and now to His Church. King Jesus is fulfilling the promises made
by His Father to His People. The Promises to His people will be fulfilled through His people for their Joy.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

At the outset of this adventure we must pause to consider the larger narrative in which our current focus
of the church [l.e. Ecclesiology] finds itself. This one Story — with Jesus at the center — begins with the
God who creates man and woman in His own image to know and enjoy a relationship with Him. These
image-bearers (icons) were entrusted with the mission to replicate and fill the earth with image-bearers
who know and enjoy God (Gen. 1:26-28). And even though Adam and Eve rejected God’s gracious
invitation and chose to rebel against Him (Gen. 3), we continue to see God’s gracious condescension and
investment in His now fallen image-bearers. God promises hope and makes provision for this relationship
with Him to continue. Throughout the narrative we see God continually pursuing His image-bearers for
their joy and His glory. At every turn God extends Himself to mankind, thus making His mission known,

e [sa.11:9 “..for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”

e Jer. 9:3, 6 “...they do not know me, declares the LORD...they refuse to know me, declares the
LORD.”

e Jer.9:24 “...but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that | am
the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things
| delight, declares the LORD.

e Jer.31:33,34



33“For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the
LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 3* And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,
declares the LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

Hab. 2:14 “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea.”

Rev. 7,9, 10

9 “After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 1° and crying out with a loud voice,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"”

This mission of God finds its culmination in the incarnation of Jesus. This rescue mission that reconciles
man to God and restores what was once rejected is on full display in the Gospel accounts detailing the
sinless life, substitutionary death, and glorious resurrection of Jesus the Messiah. This mission continues
as Jesus ascends into heaven and entrusts His followers to be His witnesses carrying this mission forward
“to the ends of the earth,” “to the end of the age.” So let’s explore the forward advancement of the
gospel as is highlighted throughout the Acts of the Apostles.

STRUCTURE

Luke 24:46-49
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from
the dead, 4’ and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 8 You are witnesses of these things. 4° And behold, | am
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.”

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

The Goal —to what end is His church given this power?

To see the earth covered in a knowledge of His glory as the Waters cover the sea [“till and fill”]

The Means —how will the vision of God come to pass?

A. As we are going | witnessing
i. Jerusalem
ii. Judea/Samaria
iii. Ends of the Earth
B. Baptizing and teaching



i. Baptizing those who have been saved
ii. Teaching Christ Crucified | A single / unified Story with Jesus at the Center

God'’s intent is that the Holy Spirit given to us works in us and through us to those around us so that
others receive the Holy Spirit by believing Jesus is King. Those who believe in Jesus continue in the
baptism of the Holy Spirit thus assuring them of God’s presence and continue learning of who God is,
what God has done, and who they are in Him. They regularly gather for instruction and then scatter for
mission. In so doing, the boundaries of the Garden are ever expanding until the entire earth is covered
with the knowledge of His glory as the waters cover the sea!

The Book of Acts shows the reader the ever-advancing Mission of God and its continuation even to this
day. The Story of God will find its fullest expression when Jesus returns to set up His kingdom on earth
even as it is in heaven. We pray and long for that day!

Until then, as we go on living in the “time gap” between heaven and earth, we continue sharing Jesus
with everyone in every place thus carrying out the “fill and till” design given to our first parents, Adam
and Eve.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

The Story in Acts shows the reader the ever-expanding Mission of God in the reclaiming what is rightfully
God’s through signs and wonders.

God is completing His promises through the Church of the King.
The King’s Son is the centerpiece of the King’s Church. He is the message proclaimed, “Christ Crucified.”

It is as His Church goes that His name is proclaimed and by believing in Jesus the Nations are glad.

APPLICATION

1. Youandlare currently living in the outworking of the Book of Acts. We are a part of that single story.
2. We are living in a time of signs and wonders.

3. God is advancing His vision for the world through His mission in and through His Church.

4. How can you help push this message / mission forward?

MEMORY VERSES

o Luke 24:46-49
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from
the dead, 4’ and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “8 You are witnesses of these things. > And behold, | am
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.”



e Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

VISUALS

1. Dye in a bucket of water that is always spreading until the entire water changes to the color of
the dye.

2. Have a map with the church and the surrounding cities. Connect strings from church to where
the child lives. Show how the gospel is reaching out from the church to their home and then start
connect strings from their home to their school. Show the significant “webbing” being made by
this simple action and how this has multiplied again and again and again.

RESOURCES

ENDNOTES

! The Gospel Project for Students, “Out of Egypt,” Leader Guide, Winter 2018-19, Vol. 2, CSB, p. 14.



