Patrick Griffiths

ONE STORY | ONE SAVIOR - UNIT 6 | LESSON 1
Acts — The Promise Expands Through the KING’S Children

God is a PROMISE Completing God

JESUS as the 1) PROMISED KING has 2) RESCUED His people through His Perfect Law Keeping Life and
Sacrificial, Substitutionary Death on the Cross, whereby 3) DEFEATING the enemy of sin and death, and
is 4) RESTORING them to the PLACE OF REST where Heaven and Earth are rejoined and God reigns and
abides 5) so that His people shall be with Him forever for their JOY.

“Wait For the Promise of the Father”
[From Luke 24 to Acts 2 and Beyond]

Acts 1:1-11; Misc.

THE HEAD - To Know how the Book of Acts picks up where the Gospel of Luke ends.
Q— Why is seeing the Bible as a single story with Jesus at the center so important in how we read

our Bibles?
' THE HEART - To Choose to trust God by waiting on Him to fulfill all of His Promises.
Q- Why is knowing God will keep His promises so important when we struggle?

THE HAND - To Pray for strength to hold fast to Christ even when things don’t go their way.
Q — What are some ways we can encourage ourselves and others in our following of Jesus?

EMPHASIS

The EMPHASIS of this lesson is . . .

To understanding the connection between the promises, patterns, pictures, and prophecies of the Old
Testament with the death, burial, and resurrection of King Jesus in the Four Gospels and the “beginning”
of the Mission in Acts 2 and beyond. God is faithfully fulfilling all of His promises to rescue His people,
destroy His enemies, and restore His people to the place of rest.

As we will see in the Book of Acts, God is always using the improbable to accomplish the impossible.
What God did in Jesus is “for the Nations.” Everything about Jesus is in fulfillment of the Seed Promise
and the completion of the blood picture. He is the fulfillment of THE ROYAL GIFT COVENANT. He is
bringing His people back to the Garden. The Book of Acts traces that journey.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

There is a ten-day gap between our Lord’s Ascension [40 days after Passover] and the Day of
Pentecost. Those two events are connected. By tracing our Lord’s journey from PASSOVER to
PENTECOST we can see the unfolding of God’s Story that began in Genesis 1.

STRUCTURE

The following structure reflects the movement noted above.

. The PASSOVER

e John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world.

e John 1:36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

e 1Cor 5:7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened.
For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:

See further: Ex 12:3; Isa 53:7,11; Joh 1:36; Ac 8:32; 1Co 15:3; Ga 1:4; Heb 1:3; 2:17; 9:28; 1Pe 1:19;
2:24; 3:18; 1Jo 2:2; 3:5; 4:10; Re 1:5; 5:6

From the first PASSOVER at the EXODUS EVENT when the children of Israel were passed over in
judgment and delivered from their enemies, God provides a vivid picture of what shall one day come in
JESUS.

Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God takes our place in judgment so that we might take His place before the
Father.



After the crucifixion of Jesus, He laid in the grave for three days. On the third day, He arose. His
resurrection answers sin’s wage and defeats death.

II.  His RESURRECTION

e Romans1:3,4
3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,  who was
declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit
of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

e Acts 2:30 And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN
OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE,

In His resurrection, Jesus Christ was vindicated and validated by His Father. In His resurrection, the
Father says ‘YES'!

From this initial action, Jesus will be enthroned at the right hand of the Father. This will take place
through His Ascension.

1. His ASCENSION

o Acts1:1,2
! The first account | composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the
day when He was taken up to heaven [ASCENSION], after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders
to the apostles whom He had chosen [GREAT COMMISSION].

a. THE PERIOD BETWEEN HIS DEATH, BURIAL, RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION —
[APPEARING TO THEM]

e Acts 1:3 To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing
proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the
kingdom of God.

b. The ten-day period immediately following His Ascension — [WAIT]
What are they waiting for? The Baptism by the Holy Spirit into the very life of Christ!

c. The promise of His power

e Acts 1:4-7
4 Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what
the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me; ° for John baptized with



water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." ¢ So when they
had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the
kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father
has fixed by His own authority;

[They were asking the wrong questions.] The Father’s promise of the Spirit is the inauguration of His
Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. The promise begins as shadow, but shall end in substance.

e Acts1:8,9
8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the
earth." °® And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight.

The purpose of this baptism is for them to be witnesses. They will carry forward God’s Vision of seeing
His glory cover the earth as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 9:7). As Acts will show, they will do this
through the making of disciples who gather / cluster together in the “birthing” of churches. The Great
Commission is a repeating of the “till the soil and fill the earth” command / design in Genesis 1.

d. The promise of His return

e Acts1:10,11
10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white
clothing stood beside them. 1! They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the
sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as
you have watched Him go into heaven."

In His ascension, the promise is made that He will return. This same idea is expressed in John 14:1-3.
That coming is visually expressed in the Book of the Revelation.

Currently, Jesus sits at the Father’s Right Hand. This posture of sitting communicates resting from His
work. He sits because His work is FINISHED. For just a moment, let us consider this idea of Jesus sitting

at the Right Hand of God.

The Right Hand of God

e Acts 2:33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing..

e Acts 5:31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel
and forgiveness of sins.

e Acts 7:55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God.



[This is an awesome visual. Jesus stands to receive His people / welcome His people into His presence
for their joy!]

Acts 7:56 And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.”

Rom. 8:34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.

Eph 1:20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places,

Col 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God.

Heb 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, [why did He sit? Because “It is FINISHED” ©)]

Heb 1:13 But to which of the angels has he ever said, Sit on my right hand, until | make your
enemies a footstool for your feet?

Heb 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,

Heb 10:12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of God,

Heb 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God.

1Pet 3:22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities,
and powers having been subjected to him.

What is Jesus doing at the Father’s Right Hand? Jesus is interceding in behalf of His people (Cf. Rom.
8:34)! He is waiting for His Father’s go-ahead to return and reestablish Heaven on Earth. How cool is

this!

Now, let us go back to our story. It picks up in verse 12.

V.

AFTER HIS ASCENSION

Acts 1:12-14

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a
Sabbath day's journey away. 1> When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper room
where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son
of James. 1% These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with
the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.



It is from receiving this authority as noted in Daniel 7:1ff and Matthew 28:18-20 from His Death, Burial,
and Resurrection that Jesus sends the Spirit into His Church. This is what happens on the Day of
Pentecost.

e John 15:26, 27
26 \When the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth
who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, 2’ and you will testify also, because you
have been with Me from the beginning.

e John 16:7-15

/"But | tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go away, the
Helper will not come to you; but if | go, | will send Him to you. 8 And He, when He comes, will
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; ° concerning sin, because they
do not believe in Me; % and concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father and you no
longer see Me; 1! and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 1?1
have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 3 But when He, the Spirit
of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative,
but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. **He will glorify
Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. *> All things that the Father has are Mine;
therefore | said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.

The receiving of the Holy Spirit and the baptizing by the Holy Spirit into the body of Jesus resulting in our
identification with His Death Burial, and Resurrection (Rom. 6:1ff). This baptism swallows up our lives
into His. We exchange our life for His life (Gal. 2:19-21). This event is formally inaugurated on the Day of
Pentecost.

V.  PENTECOST [Acts 2:1ff]

The Day of Pentecost is a consequence of what Jesus secures in His Death Burial and Resurrection and a
continuation of His Ascension to the Father’s Right Hand. Pentecost takes us all the way back to the
Garden of Eden when God will once more dwell with His people for their joy. It is a reversal of what is
pictured in the Book of Ezekiel when the Shekinah glory leaves the Temple. Here, on the Day of
Pentecost, the Shekinah glory returns to the Temple. IT IS HERE that the WORD OF GOD shall once more
be heard.

JESUS IN THE TEXT

Jesus Christ causes all of the promises of God to be fulfilled. The Book of Acts shows how God is fulfilling
His Vision of having the knowledge of His glory cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. This happens
through His People filling the earth through disciple making and tilling the soil through church planting.
Right now, all authority has been given to Jesus and through Jesus to His Church for the beginning of the



ending. Heaven and Earth are beginning to merge. This is currently taking place. It will be completed at
His Second Coming when the people of God are raptured.

Everything God desires for His people and designed them to experience is found in and secured by Jesus.
Jesus is the blessing. There is nothing beside Jesus (i.e. His equal) and there is no one beyond Jesus i.e.
His superior).

APPLICATION

Today, tell the Lord you love Him.

Today, do not be derailed by your failure to follow Him.

Today, follow Him.

Today, serve Him in whatever way He has placed before you.

Today, believe that God is in Jesus and through Jesus to His Church completing His desires and
design for His people.
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MEMORY VERSE

Acts 1:4,5

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; > for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

VISUALS

Open an egg and watch it spread across a cookie sheet.
True/False Game — if you need a time filler at end of class, or the kids have the “wiggles,” have the
children get in a line. On one whiteboard write “TRUE” and on the other whiteboard write “FALSE.”

Ask the questions on the worksheet and have the kids run to the appropriate board. This suggestion
works for all lessons.

RESOURCES

ENDNOTES



